
Rose City Park Neighborhood Association 
Land Use & Transportation Committee (LUTC) 

 
Community Garden Subcommittee 

Draft Meeting Notes:  
Sept. 22nd, 2009 

 
Albina Early Head Start @ Normandale 
Regular Meeting – 4th Tues. of month 
 
Present: Tamara DeRidder-RCPNA Board & LUTC Co-Chair, Sue Glen- Portland Parks North 
Zone Manager, Therese DuBravac, Nina Portland, Shields, John Iott, Kris Smock, Kim Reavis, 
Dale Monrow, Joseph Huth, Dan & Lynn Shirey, and Don & Marlene Winn. 
 
7:00 pm.Welcome & Introductions: 

 Tamara DeRidder opened the meeting with self introductions.  
 She then stated that she had sent out copies of the minutes for the last 3 meetings and 

brought copies for review.  She stated that she would like to get these documents 
reviewed and approved at tonight’s meeting.  

 
Comments:  Nina P. Shields stated her frustration that this present proposal is being placed at 
Frazer.  She shared that she had suggested several alternative sites and had not heard a response. 
Response:  Tamara shared that these alternatives had been discussed in the previous meetings 
and she was sorry that Nina had not been able to attend.  She shared that she had inquired again 
about the possibility of Rose City Park as a possible community garden site.  Peggy Glascock 
again responded that there was no available space for such a garden with the current active and 
build elements located at the site.  Tamara then offered to arrange a meeting on site at the Rose 
City Park facility with a Parks representative if she would like to pursue this further. 
Sue Glenn shared that the plan is not adopted as yet.  It is still in concept form until the 
Neighborhood Association approves the design. 
 
7:35 Site Plan Discussion   

 Proposed Sept., 2009 Version, includes: 
o Basketball Court to remain at same location until new location has been 

established AND monies are made available; 
o Paved perimeter around the garden to remain as a circuit for bikes & skaters. 

Issues: 
Therese identified that there will be a problem with the Westside perimeter 
path with a possibility of children on bikes being chased by dogs from the 
OLDA.  Possible buffer planting moved to the edge of paving? 
Members then mentioned that added screening would invite hobos to sleep 
over as these shrubs might block view of the OLDA from the driveway. 
Therese proposed the creation of an alternative pathway that might be more 
circuitous that could extend above the basketball court. More discussion 
ensued. 
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Agreement: The paved pathway around both sides of the garden would 
remain until such time that funds and a design were in place to replace the 
western paved path area (making it acceptable to both children and OLDA 
users). 

o Removed ½ plots along south side of garden.  Tamara questioned why the 3 ½ 
plots had been removed.  Sue shared that Kip decided to remove them as it 
appeared they interfered with the 10’ space needed for the path and was also part 
of the area that Albina HS School had identified for their use.  Tamara then 
countered that this was incorrect.  The School had requested the retention of about 
30’ of pavement width that extends from the off-street parking area westerly to 
the far edge of the fenced children play area.  The proposed ½ plots were located 
from that point westward in an area that has about 25’ of pavement width.  Taking 
10’ for ½ plots still leaves 15’ of width for both the path and a rain garden.  
Discussion then ensued about the concern about actual measurements and 
adequate space for cyclists to make the SW corner of the pathway circuit.  

More information needed? Decision?: The additional ½ plots were dropped 
due to lack of specific measurements. 

Agreement- Approved Site Plan with Additional Alterations:  
 Add a 4’ high black/green powder coated fence along perimeter of garden; 
 Social area to be located in NW corner of the paved area (outside the fenced area) with 

gated access into the garden; 
 5-10’ wide rain garden in the SW corner of the pavement and a 10 x 10’ rain garden 

for the southerly area drain site; Add a buffer/barrier along the northerly edge of the 
rain garden next to bike path circuit to minimize conflicts. 

 
8:05 Plot Allocation Methodology – Kristina Smock.   
Kristina stated she had spoken with Commissioner Nick Fish’s office with her concern about 
who gets priority use of the garden plots.  She suggested that a sub-committee be formed to 
further discuss and propose a plot allocation methodology that could be considered for this site 
as a demonstration project.  She suggested that the methodology could include prioritize garden 
users with those awarded being in the greatest need, including the following considerations: 

 Renters; 
 Residents below a certain income level; 

Discussion ensued about the likelihood that there are residents who own homes where the 
property is shaded by trees and would need garden space as well. 
 
Kristina further suggested that the garden applicants would be a result of an pro-active outreach 
process including trying to attract folks who are non-english speaking/reading residents of the 
area.  Also, it should probably include a proximity criteria to try to link up those in need with the 
closest possible garden plot. 
 
She stated that the groups could break down into 3 categories: 

1. Critical Need 
2. Proximity to the Community Garden site 
3. Others 

 

10292009 TDR Draft 1 Page 2 of 3 



10292009 TDR Draft 1 Page 3 of 3 

Then-> A lottery would be conducted amongst each of these 3 groups 
 
The ‘Other’ might include use by Food Security Assistance groups that help provide through the 
economic crisis. 
 
Dave suggested a possible point system could be used for each criterion. 
 
Current Community Garden selection methodology, stated by a representative, does include 
‘Scholarships’ for those in need.  The annual cost to be a Community Garden plot user is now 
$75/yr.  There are now 1,300 people on the waiting list to obtain a garden plot. 
 
Plot Methodology Subcommittee Created. Members: Kristina Smock, Marlene Winn, and 
Nina P. Shields 
 
Tamara raised the question again regarding the adoption of the minutes for the past three 
meetings.   
 
Action Item: Marlene Winn motioned and Andy Weinstein seconded the motion and the 
minutes for June 23rd, July 28th, and August 28th for the RCPNA Community Garden 
Subcommittee were approved unanimously.  
 
8:30 pm Meeting adjourned. 
 
 


