
Rose City Park Neighborhood Association 
Land Use & Transportation Committee (LUTC) 

 
Community Garden Subcommittee 

Draft Meeting Notes:  
Oct. 29th, 2009 

 
Albina Early Head Start @ Normandale: Relocated to Kristina Smock’s home, SW corner of 
NE 52nd & Multnomah   
Regular Meeting – 4th Tues. of month 
 
Present: Tamara DeRidder-RCPNA Board & LUTC Co-Chair, Peggy Glasscock, Portland Parks 
Maintenance Manager, Therese DuBravac, Kris Smock, Kim Reavis, Marlene Winn, Donna 
Moore, Emily Hicks – Staff for Commissioner Nick Fish, Marsha Stoner, Doe Risko, Rita 
Coleman. 
 
7:20 pm.Welcome & Introductions (Note-Relocation due to inaccessibility into School 
bldg.): 

 Tamara DeRidder opened the meeting with Thanks to Kristina Smock who opened her 
house at the last minute to allow us to meet in her living room (Thanks Kris!!) 

 Self introductions.  
 Tamara then stated that she had sent out copies of the minutes for the September 22nd 

meeting and brought copies for review.  She stated that we could skip the vote on this 
item for tonight and allow folks more of a chance to read them.  

 
I.  RCPNA General Mtg. Update and Oregon Solutions selection of Frazer Park as a 

Demonstration Project: 
Tamara stated that the Frazer Park Community Garden had been scheduled for discussion 
and vote on the garden’s site location at the RCPNA General Membership Meeting in 
October.  However; Park NE Zone Manager Sue Glenn announced that this Garden had 
been selected as a Demonstration Project by Oregon Solutions at the urging of 
Commissioner Nick Fish and indicated that such a vote would be premature.  Tamara, as 
Board Liaison for this project, then initiated the request for Membership to support the 
Board’s selection in locating a community garden at the Frazer Park site.  The vote by 
Membership passed, with two dissenting. 
 
Tamara introduced Emily Hicks, Staff representative for Commissioner Nick Fish, who 
graciously joined us tonight to help clarify the Oregon Solution’s process and how our 
Committee’s actions are to be coordinated. 
 
Emily Hicks shared that the Oregon Solutions Committee started up about 1 month ago.  
It is looking at the Community Gardens Program community wide.  It has a short timeline 
with the goal of having each member sign off on a commitment in making the 
collaborative decision work.  
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Emily further explained that we as a group should go ahead with grants and look at ways 
to modify the use inside the garden site. 
 
Doe Risko mentioned that it was her hope that Oregon Solutions would help them reduce 
the overall size of the garden site.  She further stated that she did not believe that a 10,000 
square foot site should be considered the minimum garden size and that 8,000 square feet 
would better fit our tiny park.  The Oregon Solutions process gives her hope. 
 
Lora (Price) shared her experience as being a community garden volunteer and how there 
have been fairly hard and fact criteria set for the development of gardens.  It would be 
good to have these spaces as teaching space for children. 
 
It was asked: Do people (who are awarded a community garden plot) hold onto all the 
produce? 
 
Lora responded: Oh, no. Folks often are proud to share & show off the excess that they 
have raised with members of the neighborhood. 
 
Emily stated that it was OK to go forward with the goal of making it a community garden 
with the idea of making it more inviting an engagement for children and to serve as many 
users as possible.  She reaffirmed that we (the CG Committee) can go ahead with the 
concept in the area that the Committee had selected for the garden. 
 
Kris Smock then stated that she has been meeting with members of Nick Fish’s office 
and is planning to present the Subgroup’s Plot Methodology proposal to the Oregon 
Solutions team.  Tamara stated that this document just came out as a first draft and we 
have yet to support it as a group.  But, it is on our agenda tonight. 

 
II. Community Garden Site Plan – Site Concerns. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding various site issues that could be considered by the Oregon Solutions 
team, instead of – or in addition to – the Plot Methodology proposal. 
 
Therese stated concern about the Community Garden retaining a paved pathway along the 
westerly boundary of the garden that is so close to an Off Leash Dog Park Area.  Kids running or 
riding bikes on this part of the path are enticing dogs to chase them.  She states this is an accident 
waiting to happen. 
 
Therese further stated that families and kids coming through the OLDA from the access points at 
the west end of the park share the experience of being startled by loose dogs.  She stated that a 
family with small kids came through the OLDA just the other day at dusk – and one of the 
children started screaming at her dog, it began barking, and then the man began yelling at her for 
having her dog off leash. She recommended that there needs to be better signage at these entry 
points – and probably gates to hold these signs so folks will read them as they enter. 
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Kris suggested that we itemize the issues of concern apply to the current garden site plan for 
Oregon Solutions.  Tamara agreed to compile this list for distribution. 
 

1. Smaller than 10,000 Sq. ft. as minimum size? (Possibly 8,000 sq. ft?) 
2. Adjacency of uses & causes of conflict: 

a. Paved pathway along (abutting) OLDA; 
b. Families having picnics next to OLDA in proposed Community Area 
c. Lack of cultural understanding/signage needed for different speaking people 

3. Possibly more plots available by splitting the proposed 20 x 20’ plots. 
4. Possible graywater reuse for irrigating the garden at the site 
5. Possible planter area outside the fenced area for community perennial shrubs, such as 

blueberries, etc. 
 
Other concerns: 

1. Soil Test. The site has not yet been tested for contamination. Discussion was raised that 
such a test should be a first step in a site selection process while others agreed that it is 
important to first find the site and then conduct the test, due to limited funds. 

2. Families having picnics INSIDE Off Leash Dog Area  
3. Lack of cultural understanding/signage needed for different speaking people to reduce 

conflicts in OLDA – such as “no child play or running” 
 
III. Plot Allocation Methodology Sub-Group 
Kristina Smock shared that Doe had been added to the subgroup and that she had met with John 
at Community Gardens and with Emily Hicks in developing the plot methodology document.  
She then read aloud the primary elements of the first draft, 10-29-09, of the Plot Methodology.  
Tamara mentioned that she had received objection from Andy Nuttbrock and others regarding 
the 3-year limitation on garden plots. 
 
Kris further stated that she sought to find affordable housing partnerships and had spoken with 
some folks at The Commons (across the freeway) who showed some interest. 
 
Discussion ensued.  Kris suggested that she present this draft to the Oregon Solutions for 
consideration.  Tamara recommended that we get everyone’s input first and get them an updated 
version that is more representative of the Committee. 
 
Action: Comments on the Plot Methodology 10-29-09 (first draft) due to Kristina Nov. 5th, 
2009.  
 
8:45 pm Meeting adjourned. 
 


